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By GRETA SHARP

ndeniably, Clarksdale is deeply

rooted in agriculture and the city is

known for its popular and growing

tourism sector. In fact, USA Today
2019 Readers’ Choice Awards named it the
fourth Best Historic Small Town. However,
the city’s focus is broadening to include a
number of large companies, and bringing it
to what some are calling a tipping point for
this Delta community.

After several years of businesses closing and
people losing jobs, Clarksdale is celebrating
four significant economic development
projects in two years. “I have never seen so
much economic activity in one community in

such a short time in my lifetime,” says Jon
Levingston, executive director,
Clarksdale/Coahoma County Chamber of
Commerce and the Economic Development
Authority of Coahoma County.

It began in March 2018 when MAP of
Easton announced an expansion of
operations at the Clarksdale plant, adding
forty jobs. Levingston said the project
received significant financial support from
the Mississippi Development Authority in
cooperation with the City of Clarksdale.

In December 2018, the Silicon Valley -
high-tech outsourcing company PeopleShores:

selected Clarksdale for its new center. It plans™
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Flowers Manor Retlrement Communlty =
TAKING CARE OF OUR DELTA FAMILIES

Flowers Manor has been providing the best in senior living
apartments and personal care services for more than 40 years!
Here your family is our family. We take pride in serving
Delta families now and for generations to come.

Come see why Flowers Manor is the place to be!

(662)627-2222 . www.mss.org

1251 Lee Drive, Clarksdale, MS 38614
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Electric Power Association
P N
Serving members in Bolivar, Coahoma, DeSoto,
Quitman, Sunflower, Tallahatchie and
Tunica Counties in Mississippi since 1937.
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to scale up to 200 employees specializing

in the development of robotic processing
automation software for large corporations.
“This is one of the most significant
economic development projects in this part
of the state in the last thirty years,”
Levingston says.

The Chicago-area steel company Image
Industries relocated to the former Metso
Minerals 142,500- square-foot facility in
Clarksdale and currently employs fifty-two
people. “The company’s owners are
outstanding individuals and they have
scaled up their employment faster than we
imagined,” Levingston said. “We are so
grateful to the Delta Strong program of
Delta Council for introducing us to the
owners and we are equally grateful to the
State of Mississippi for providing
significant financial support for this
project.”

Additionally, homegrown industry
leader Saf-T-Cart plans to expand its
current 150,000 square foot facility by an
additional 30,000 square feet and add
twenty-five employees. Levingston said
support from the state through the
Mississippi Development Authority and
the local county government, as well as the
Walker family, aided the project.

The rapid rate of Clarksdale’s economic
growth has shown that the local work force
is capable and competent, as well as
trainable. “As these projects ramp up, the



CLARKSDALE FAST FACTS

.|
Top Employers*
Isle of Capri Casino & Hotel 508
Northwest MS Medical Mississippi 450
Clarksdale Municipal School District 440
Coahoma County School District 3N
Coahoma Community College/CAHS 300
Aaron E. Health Community Health

Center 143
SafTCart 98
KBH Corporation 94
Molded Acoustical Products 80
Drumheller Packaging 80

*Figures are approximate

compiled by the Clarksdale Chamber of Commerce
Employment figures as of December 2019

Levingston Luckett

economic impact for Clarksdale and this
area will be significant, and will begin to
address and arrest  depopulation,”
Levingston explains.

He credits support and cooperation
from every level of community and state
government, as well as Delta State
University, Coahoma Community College,
the Mississippi Development Authority
and the Delta Strong program. “We have
had a great team effort on all these
projects,” Levingston says.

Those cooperative activities also benefit
the tourism industry. Former Mayor Bill
Luckett, one of the owners of Ground Zero
Blues Club, sees new businesses springing
up around town, especially now that there
is music seven nights a week.

Executive Director of the Coahoma
County Tourism Commission Bubba
O’Keefe said the year ended on increased
numbers and in 2020 he’s looking to
expand Clarksdale’s international exposure.
Locally he points to the Delta Blues

DUNN,MARLEY & HARRIS AGENCY

Your Full Time Crop Insurance Agency
Devoted to Serving Area Producers

Ensure you have the proper coverage in place.
Call or visit us today!

Pete Dunn  Chris Marley Ann Ruscoe
(662)902-3136 (662) 902-4297 (662)483-2520
Crop Insurance | Grain Marketing | Financial Services

320 West Lee Drive ¢ Clarksdale, MS 38614 « Ph: (662) 624-9645
www.diversifiedservices.com

CLARKSDALE MISSISSIPPI

GROCER+EATERY
Butcher, Dell, Fresh Seafood
Fresh Bread, Take Home Dinners
Eat In

hookergrocer.com
316 John Lee Hooker Lane, Clarksdale MS
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INCORPORATED JoHN DEERE

DELIVERING SERVICE, SOLUTIONS AND SUCCESS SINCE 1909 ‘

WADEINCORPORATED.COM

“Your John Deere dealer serving the Delta since 1909."

Bruce Holder,
General Manager

JoHNDEERE

FIRST NATIONAL
Bank of Clarksdale a Yk P

mm Bank of Oxford

ional Bank of Clarksdale

First National Bank of Clarksdale was
established to serve the financial
needs of our community.

Visit us at one of our convenient locations:

1001 South State Street « Clarksdale MS 38614 « 662.624.4336

Northside Branch
112 E. Lee Drive
Clarksdale, MS

Main Office
402 E. 2nd Street
Clarksdale, MS

Operations Center
1010 Lee Drive
Clarksdale, MS

Bank of Oxford
2043 University Avenue
Oxford, MS

Bank of Oxford West
2531 West Jackson Avenue
Oxford, MS

2 i

www.fnbclarksdale.com
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Ground Zero Blues Club

Museum, Ground Zero, accommodations
and restaurants. “My job is to bring people
to Clarksdale and to let people know
Clarksdale has these things,” he explains.
“You can spend two days here; it’s not just
a pass-through.” The tourism commission
created a walking tour phone app to show
visitors what Clarksdale has to offer.

And people are responding. “Buses are
coming and people are showing up big
time,” says Luckett of Ground Zero. “Our
numbers have been fairly good this year,
even in slow months. Stories of where
people are from and what brought them
here abound.” Recently he said four
separate tour buses showed up in five days,
bringing separate groups from Iceland,
Norway, Sweden and Finland. “They
absolutely loved it,” he says. “They had a
ball. The Blues is huge in Scandinavia,
especially Norway.”

Luckett said Clarksdale’s sister city of
Notodden, Norway, hosts a large Blues
festival the first week of August that draws
many local musicians, who then return to
Clarksdale for the Sunflower River Blues
and Gospel Festival the next weekend.

Clarksdale is filling up more of its
weekends with festivals, says Luckett.
Twenty years ago, there was the Sunflower
River Blues and Gospel Festival, but then
the Juke Joint Festival appeared followed
by others. The latest, he said, is the Deep
Blues Festival. “It’s gotten to be a huge one,
t00,” Luckett says. “There are probably six



0’Keefe Ritter

or eight pretty good-sized festivals.”

Is a trip to Clarksdale complete without
visiting the Delta Blues Museum? Director
Shelley Ritter said the museum is entering
its 41st year and has completed two
installations in the permanent exhibit. The
museum is very popular with international
visitors.

“We get more international support
than local or national,” says Ritter.

In January, the documentary 40 Years
of the Delta Blues Museum, by local
filmmaker Coop Cooper and aided by a
Mississippi Delta National Heritage Area
grant, will be shown at the Clarksdale Film
and Music Festival. It will also be included
in the Oxford Film Festival in March, says
Ritter.

Delta Blues Museum Arts and
Education alum Christone “Kingfish”
Ingram received a Grammy nomination for
Best Traditional Blues Album for his debut
album, Kingfish. “We're really psyched

F THE LOFTS AT THE

IVE & DIME

Experience Clarksdale, An Unforgettable Stay

Iy

5and10lofts@gmail.com
21 10 Ave. 888-510-9604

www.fiveanddimelofts.com

6 LOFTS WITH KING BED, 1.5 BATH & KITCHEN
BisTRO/DINER DOWNSTAIRS | 7AM - 9pM

>,_f;

Clarksdale: A_an Byrd, [Ireullwﬂ‘r;l‘n;vn
Greenville: Lawson Davis

Q 130E. Lee Drive . B662-483-1633 @ fh.com/deltainsuranceagencyinc
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Clarksdale White House

Henke-
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ATTORNEYS

A Professional Association
Attorneys at Law

W. Kurt Henke
Elizabeth T. Bufkin
Jeffrey S. Dilley
Michael D. Stevens
Wendi D. Litton

408 Hopson Street 1223 Jackson Avenue
Lyon, MS 38645 East, Suite 201
662-624-8500 Oxford, MS
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about that,” she says. “The album’s really
awesome.”

Madge and Chilly Billy Howell are
knee-deep in the tourism business with
The Clarksdale White House, Delta
Bohemian Guest House and Delta
Bohemian Tours. “We never thought we
would find ourselves in these particular
businesses,” says Madge, explaining that
they evolved to fit local needs and
contribute to the creative economy.

As Chilly Billy tours visitors around the
area on regional identity tours, he attempts
to put it into a larger, more understandable
context. “I tell folks they may see a few
vacant buildings, but there are people
buying those buildings, there are crews
working all the time,” he says. And those
tourists make recommendations to other
friends who then visit, creating what he
calls a spider web of connectivity. “They
see the area in a totally different way after
one of his tours,” says Madge Howell.

As the entire region can benefit from
increased tourism, O’Keefe wants to share
the wealth, building relationships and
making recommendations on where people
should go and stay next. “We want to be a
partner with those towns,” he says. “To

® /

Firestone
MICHELIN
<

COOPERTIRES

) GOODSYEAR

Your #1 Stop for Tires & Service

Store Hours
Monday-Friday 7.am-5 pm
- Saturday 7 am-12 pm
~ SundayCLOSED"

. B e T
-~ Services
Vehicle Alignments | Ol Changes (regular & synthetic)
Flats (Cars, Trucks, Tractors, 18Wheelers and more)
Car Washing | Unlock Vehicles
Mechanical work (brakes, afternators, starters)
Vehicle Diagnostics | Lens Restoration
New Tires (we carry all major tire brands)

So Much Extra!

* Service & Mechanical Calls

Hwy 61 South | Clarksdale, MS
Ph: 662-592-4370 | Fax: 662-592-4385

ERIC PEYTON Manager Cell {662) 902-9858 After Hours
LARRY STOKES Serviceman Cell {662) 902-5999 After Hours




Howell Howell

work with each other, to understand what
we're all involved in and how each festival,
each restaurant, each venue, each museum
can better see the whole picture, how we
can work together.”

Chilly Billy Howell encourages tourists
to explore the larger Delta experience, and
how the regional identity unites the Delta.
“Don’t just enjoy Clarksdale,” he tells
them. “Go to Cleveland. Go to
Greenville.”

Yazoo Pass, located in the heart of
downtown, sees a number of visitors.
General Manager Jack Bobo estimates that
ninety-five percent of Clarksdale’s tourists
come through Yazoo Pass’ doors at some
time during their stay. “Clarksdale has
more tourists than most small Delta New Roxy, vibrant art, music, and theater venue.

SUCCESS STARTS HERE

It's never too late to begin your educational journey at Coahoma.

COAHOMA COMMUNITY COLLEGE
offers its students more than 55 university parallel
degree programs, eight health science programs
and 15 career and technical education programs.
Classes are offered online, in the classroom and at
extension sites within our five-county service area
of Bolivar, Coahoma, Tallahatchie, Tunica and
Quitman counties.

REGISTER TODAY!

Call the Office of Admissions at (662) 621-4205 or visit:
www.COAHOMACC.ipu

Coahoma Community College is an equal opportunity institution in accordance with civil rights and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin,

sex, disability, age, or other factors prohibited by law in any of its educational programs, activities and employment opportunities. The following person has been
designated to handle inquiries regarding the non-discrimination policies: Michael Houston, Director of Human Resources/Coordinator for 504/ADA, Title 1X Compliance
Officer, Office #4100, Vivian M. Presley Administration Building,
3240 Friars Point Road, Clarksdale, Mississippi 38614, Phone: (662)621-4853, email: mhouston@coahomace.edu.
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towns,” he says. “We market to those
people. We sell a lot of espresso. Our
espresso comes from California and it’s
super good. Especially Europeans tell us it’s
the best espresso they’ve had since they've
come into the country.”

The restaurant and its twenty employees
serve as a de facto tourism office, making
recommendations on what to do and see
during a visit. “We don’t mean to be, but
we are,” says Bobo. “We also recommend
other restaurants. We want people to enjoy
all of Clarksdale.”

Madge Howell also welcomes guests
with maps, menus and recommendations,
then sets them off to explore the friendly
town. “We just want folks here and we
want them happy,” she explains. This even

NORTH MISSISSIPPI
BUSINESS PRODUCTS

OPY'TIM
CLARKSDALE

223 SHARKEY AVENUE « CLARKSDALE. MISSISSIPPI 38614
high volume copies « high vdlume prints « beochures « flyers

event inwitations and cards * stati v

g
booklets « hang lags + vack cards + nole caeds + envelopes
bannes « announcers + calendars «+ hdiday cards + menus

yard sgns « appantment cards + peinted magnets « and mere

Xerox @)

Toni Hodge - Office Manager
Nan Hughes - Graphic Designer
Alex Fava - Graphic Designer
Service 1-800-821-2797
Supplies - 1-800-822-2200
Mark Foster - Owner - Cell 902-7050
Totten Foster - Sales Manager - Cell 902-0447
Lesley Smith - Sales Rep - Cell 601-951-6091
Shelley Sheppard - Sales Rep - Cell 601-201-0035
nmbp@cableone.net

223 Sharkey Avenue ® Clarksdale, MS 38614 » 662-627-1721

SOUTHGROUP

INSURANCE SERVICES

“EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE”

SHAW JOHNSON, IIT - BOB BOBO
FRANKLIN JOHNSON

662-624-6571
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For Today’s Man
Where Tradition Never Goes Out Of Style

(@ Cleveland
STATE BANK

Bank on a better future with us.

P.0. Box 117, Cleveland, MS 38732

536 per year

You can SUBSCRIBE by mail,
or call (662) 843-2700 TODAY!
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includes making recommendations for

other accommodations. “We are all trying
to survive. In spite of all that, we want folks
here happy. We are all connected in a
unique way here; we all feel that way about
each other. We're all encouraging of one
another.”

Tourism may be Clarkdale’s strength,
but ag remains its mainstay. “Tourism
doesn’t hold a candle to agriculture, but
tourism has just been a wonderful thing,”
Luckett says.

“We are a quirky, authentic, real Delta
town trying to find its way,” says Madge
Howell. She feels new businesses need to
embrace and involve locals to ensure their
survival. “That’s what gives it real life is
having the locals engaged.”

And this is a town of local businesses
meeting needs of local people. The Red
River Federal Credit Union celebrated a
major milestone last year when it reached
$1 billion in assets, says Vickie Bryan, vice
president of operations. In 2020, the
strategic plan
enhancements and membership growth.

includes service

“Anyone living or working in Coahoma
County is eligible for membership in Red
River Credit Union’s Clarksdale Branch,”
says Bryan. “Red River’s online banking
services offer the convenience and
innovation provided by large bank chains,
but with the hometown experience only a
credit union can offer.”

The Clarksdale branch puts a priority
on making a difference in the community.



Its 2019 projects included a food drive for
the Clarksdale Care Station, a visit to an
elementary school to explain credit union
services and an employee sock drive for
Coahoma Opportunities.

Monica Jennings is the executive
director of Flowers Manor Retirement

Community,  which  serves  both
independent residents living in cottages
and apartments and personal care residents.
“If T can get people to come out here and
give it a chance, I have never had anyone
leave because they didn’t like it,” she says.

Residents enjoy bingo, worship services
and exercise classes. “Our most faithful
volunteers are the Mennonites,” says
Jennings. “They come once a month to
sing. They’re great volunteers and their
voices are beautiful.”

Flowers Manor recently welcomed back
a favorite cook to the delight of the
residents. A new maintenance man joined
the staff last summer. “I don’t have a lot of
turnover,” Jennings said of the 16
employees. “The only turnover is when
someone retires. We see a lot of death. It’s
very difficult. You get attached. You have
to have a heart to work here. I am blessed
that all my employees have that heart.”

The community’s $700,000 capital
campaign was 92 percent complete in mid-
December, reported Jennings. The funding
allowed her to update Flowers Manor with
new furniture, fresh paint inside and out,
and a new fence around the property. DBJ

PEOPLE
Helping £
PEOPLE f

Savings * Checking * Loans * Mortgages & more

Experience the Credit Union Difference

Clarksdale and Batesville, MS

and Branches in Louisiana, Texas, and Arkansas i&oin
903-735-3000 | www.rrfcu.com | Federally Insured by NCUA

One of the great things about our
bank IS the people
'Ri a2 a

It's In our name.

Citizens Bank
& Trust Co.

The Trusted Name In Banking

FDIC Marks: 662-326-8047 | Tunica: 662-363-2711 | Walls: 662-781-1320 @

JANUARY 2020 e Delta Business Journal ¢ 53






