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By GRETA SHARP

here may be a dark COVID-19

cloud hanging over the rest of the

world, but not Clarksdale. This

town focused its energy and

enthusiasm on jobs, tourism and economic
development with great results.

“While this unusual time has presented

a variety of challenges to our fellow citizens

in Clarksdale, and

throughout our nation and state, I am so

pleased to say that Clarksdale has witnessed

job growth in 2020,” says Jon Levingston,

the Economic

in our region,

executive director of
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Development Authority of Coahoma
County. He hopes to soon announce
Clarksdale’s sixth economic development
project in three years.

City Commissioner Ken Murphey says
Clarksdale is responsible for thirty percent
of the jobs added in the Delta. “We can go
back or we can move forward, and were
moving forward and excited about it,” he
says. “We know what we have been and
what we can be. This is a ‘we’ thing, the
whole community coming together. Were
just trying to improve the quality of life for
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everyone here and everyone that comes
here.”

PeopleShores opened an office in
Clarksdale last year with plans to scale up

devo
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announced a  collaboration  with
Automation Anywhere, the global leader
in  artificial  intelligence  software

development, to create the first RPA

Murphey

Levingston

state. In March, PeopleShores hired seventy
people to assist the state in processing
unemployment claims, says Levingston. It
is hiring fifty additional employees to
service a major client’s new contract.

Steel manufacturer Image Industries
moved from Chicago to Clarksdale last year
as well, creating seventy jobs, says Murphey.
“We are so grateful to the owners and
management team of Image Industries for
the faith in our community and their
commitment to growing their business here
in Clarksdale,” stated Levingston.

Homegrown steel company Saf-T-Cart
is expanding its plant, adding space and
capacity to produce new product , creating
twenty jobs in the process.

This is a gigabit city. “We have high-

to two hundred employees. In February, it~ training and development center in the speed fiber optic cable that runs
o o o o F' u‘.l."\.
- Serving our community in quality, e 7
% compassion, and excellence for over 40 years! %
e =

A Full Range of Health Services...

COVID Testing Pediatrics

Drug Screenings Social Services

Family Medicine Sports Physicals

Family Planning Tele-health

HIV Screening and Care ...and more!! Dentistry

Behavioral
Healthcare

We accept private insurance, CHIP, Medicaid,
Medicare, and individuals without insurance.
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LIVE BLUES « LOCAL TOURS = HISTORY MARKERS + CANOE EXPEDITIONS = MORE
In-person and virtual music calendars plus lodging info at VisitGlarksdale.com. sVisitSResponsibly

DELTALBLUES Tvevesees.
T=MISEI =" GHE HOME

SELTARLUESMUSELIN ORG

mas “" VISITCLARKSDALE .COM

ROE 326 BLUES ALLEY LAMNE - BE2 BRTE149



awsan Davis

%= GG2-483-1633 ) fhcom/ deltrnseranceagencying

(1 8 Diversified Services

#l
';I" DUMMN, MARLEY & HARRIS AGEMEY

Your Full Time Crop Insurance Agency
Devoted to Serving Area Producers

Ensure you have the proper coverage in place.
Call or visit us today!

Pete Dunn
(662)902-3136

Chris Marley Ann Ruscoe
(662)902-4297 (662)483-2520

Crop Insurance | Grain Marketing | Financial Services

P! S 10 2 i o 0 Do, o ol B B ey P PG Y

320 West Lee Drive » Clarksdale, MS 38614 « Ph: (662) 624-9645

www.diversifiedservices.com
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underground

throughout our
business  district,”
says  Levingston.
“We have
aggressively pursued
opportunities to talk
about  Clarksdale
and our desire to be
a tech hub.”

Ifs not all high-tech. Clarksdale
welcomed new businesses like Big River
Bagels and the Blue Cotton Bake Shop.
Chuck Rutledge and Ann Williams
renovated the old Travelers Hotel. “They've
redone it into a twenty-room boutique
hotel, kept the old along with the new, so
youve got the best of both,” Murphey says.

Levon’s Bar & Grill reopened and
Hooker Grocer & Eatery renovated its
patio for outdoor dining. There are new
sidewalks on DeSoto and Madison, with
Sunflower sidewalks planned. Thanks to
Mayor Chuck Espy, says Murphey, the

city’s main intersections are attractive for

Hardy

tourists and locals.

Coahoma Community College added
focus areas in health care marketing and
radio/film/tv. “We've added new programs
that will serve the students as well as the
area,” says Chief Communications Officer
Marriel Hardy. “We want to fortify the
students to be as successful as they can be
once they leave our gates.”

There are also new career tech programs
in HVAC and diesel engine repair. “These
benefit people within the state and the
Delta,” says Hardy. “People want to get into
the workforce quickly, have a job they can
be proud of and support their family. These
will serve the institution well and serve the
community and everyone in the Delta
region and state. Skilled workers make a
meaningful contribution to the area.”

COVID-19 promoted growth at The
Woman’s Clinic, which introduced
telehealth appointments in the pandemic’s
early days. Administrator Ann Nowell says
it was well received by patients, especially as
staff reached out in advance to explain the
process. “A lot of changes we had to make
because of COVID weren’ all negative,”
she explained. “Some, like this, were
positive and will continue where
appropriate.”

It also hired another nurse practitioner.
“We are expanding with new service lines
and getting new patients because of this
and our obstetrics population continues to
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SERVING LOCAL AND AREA FARMERS OF THE
MISSISSIFPI DELTA FOR OVER 57 m
PROVIDING QUALITY AG SUPPLIES AND

PRODUCTS FOR THE M5 DELTA
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Proud fo be a MANUFACTURER IN THE DELTA.

1122 Industrial Park Drive Clarksdale, MS 38644
1-800-542-22T8 www.saftcart.com

Clarksdale/Coahoma County
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1540 Desoto Ave | Clarksdale, MS
Phone: (662) 627-7337
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fave over 800 different varieties
of wine & liguor to choose from.

THE Q¢

WOMAN'S
CLINIC

We proudly welcome
our newest Practitioner,
Leah Rybolt, FNP-C
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WE HAVE ALL OF YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS COVERED
AUTD, HOME LIFE FARM. BUSINESS

Fiser Insurance

DAVID HUGGINS MIKE PITTMAN

MICHELE COOK RHONDA HOOD

BILL ALLEN JERRY GARDNER
PATRICIA ARCHER RENA DREW
BED EIT 4135 T
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HORMOME PELLET THERAPY
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* Reduced Fatigue
* |mproved Memary

= Enhonced Lbido
* Corsfstency in Moods
# Reliel rcon Anxialy

MNow offering Botox and Fillers!

Conlinuing to provide OBGYM services for women of the Delta for more than 60 yeors.

2000 N, Stote Strast = Clorksdale, M5 + (842) 6277361
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Flowers Manor Retirement Community =
THE DIFFERENCE IN THE DELTA

Floweers Maoor Bas been providing the best in senior living
apartments and personal carc serviccs tor miore than M vears!
Here wour family 1s our family, We take pridc in scryving
Delea familics now and for gencerations (o come.

Came see why Flowers Manor is the place to be!

(662)627-2222 « www.mss.org

1251 Lee Drive, Clarksdale, M5 38614
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Registered Investment Advisor

Clarksdale * Jackson ¢ Grenada « Memphis ¢« Oxford

252 Supflower Ave., Clatkedale, MS 38614 s v barncspoticy.eon

FINANCIAL ADVISORS

Dudley M. Barnes, FA ¢ Holmes S. Pettey, CFP®
Andrew Yee, CFP®

Julie Flowers, FA « Clarksdale, MS * 662.627.2225

Ryan H. Barnes, FA * Jackson, MS * 601.981.4479
Joseph Simpson, CFP®, Jackson, MS * 601.981.4479

Art Smith, CFP® « Grenada, MS, Oxford, MS 662.229.0919

Joseph Friend, 111, FA « Memphis, TN » 901.969.2000

Brook Hodges, FA « Franklin, TN » 662.902.8903

S e v

RAYMIOND JAMES

FlhAMOIAL SERVICES. IME.
Bime arn

CENEE T

Securities offered throught Raymond James Financial Services, Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC.
Investment advisory services are offered through Barnes Pettey Financial Advisors, LLC.
Barnes Pettey Financial Advisors, LLC, is not a registered broker/dealer and is
independent of Raymond James Financial Services.
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Nowell

grow,” says Nowell.

Red River Federal Credit Union’s
Clarksdale branch is adding amenities. “We
are in the process of putting up an ATM in
town to service our members,” says Branch
Manager Charlene Moore. “That is one big
thing our members really want so we are in
the process of getting that done. It’s
available to all, but with no surcharge for
members.” It also rolled out contactless
debit cards in November and offers online
banking and mobile deposits.

COVID-19 changed the events
business. It's been a quiet year at Events at
the Bank and the next reservation isn’t until
January, says Venue Manager Hannah Peay.
This required flexibility, including an
update to the rental contract to comply
with CDC and government guidelines. “So
far everyone has been very understanding
and they’re willing to work with us,” says
Peay. “In Clarksdale, big weddings are a
part of the culture around here, and I don't
see that changing a lot.”

Events at the Bank added a ‘green room’
at the rear of the facility as a dressing and
rest area for musicians. There is also a focus
on smaller events. “I hope things get back
to normal, but we want to be flexible in
case we can't get back to normal events,”
Peay says.

Murphey’s  theory on Clarksdale’s
growth has to do with personnel. “It just
seems like the right people have fallen into
place” he says. “The mayor and board work
well together.” He reported City Clerk
Cathy Clark says she’s never seen a board
that accomplishes tasks so quickly.

“l am particularly grateful to Mayor
Chuck Espy for his outstanding, common-
sense leadership through this crisis,” says
Levingston.  “Our  city board  of
commissioners and president Johnny
Newson and our county board of
supervisors have been an example and a
lesson on how local government comes
together to meet the needs of our citizens
with firm, decisive and pragmatic
strategies.”



City grant writer Millicent Dixon is

responsible for bringing in more than
$400,000 from the CARES Act, says
Murphey. “In my seven and a half years, she
might be the best hire our board has made,”
he says. “She’s smart and she’s found us a lot
of money. She’s a rock star to city hall.”

Murphey says another right person on
the job is Executive Director of Coahoma
County Tourism Bubba O’Keefe, who
recently launched a new marketing
campaign. “Ready to Road Trip?” is the
city’s multi-media marketing campaign
targeting regional tourists. Clarksdale saw
tourism numbers drop during the
pandemic, but that changed in October.

“We saw an increase in regional travelers
making day trips or weekend trips and
didn’t want to get too far from home,” he
explained. “People have been boarded up
for a long time and we see they are ready to
get out, and some, they are busting to get
out. But we want to do it safely”
Clarksdale’s health protocols include hand
sanitizer stations, social distancing markers
and masks.

Murphey supports a plan to keep
visitors in the Delta an extra day, which
turns into $160 spent in that community.
“It helps with your economy so much,” he
explained. “We want to share it. We want
Cleveland to share with us; we want
Indianola to share with us. Let’s feed off
each other and all be successful. We have a
great product to sell in the Delta.”

Clarksdale hosted four events in
October, including Cruzn the Crossroads
Car & Truck Show and the Hambone
Festival, all outside events with social
distancing.

The grounds of the Delta Blues
Museum hosted the car show. “The
weather was nice,” says Museum Director

CLARKSDALE MISSISSIPPI

GROCER+EATERY

Butcher, Dell, Fresh Seafood

Fresh Bread, Take Home Dinners

Eat In
hookergrocer.com
316 John Lee Hooker Lane, Clarksdale MS

Discovering the

Credit Union Difference
Begins with Our Staff

We strive to e the primary financial insttution for our members while
working hard to protect member data and their maney. We got to know
aur mamaers and want to help them succeed. This requires employees
who show you thay care averpday.

We inwile you 1o vgil aur Iendly stall in our Clarksdale hranch and bo
become a valued member of Aed River Federal Credit Union to discower
the credit union difference for yourself,

Red River

FERERAL-CREDIT UNICM

S035-735-3000 | BO0-822-3317
whanarrrfcu.com

i =
B Savings &5 Aulo Loans

A
Clarksdaie Branzh; 220 151 55 in Elit.ﬂala. WS,
Lz B Chadens Moam, Aldemairies Thomas,
Many Borioel, and Detan HIE
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IZ;|4F Checking
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MERKEL & COCKE, PA.

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

FIGHTING FOR MISS
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Clarksdale » Jackson » Oxford

SOUTHGROUP

IMSURANMTE SERVICES

"EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE"

SHAW JOHMNSON, 11T - BOB BOBC
FRANELIN JOHNSOHN
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Your #1 Stop for Tires & Service

Store Hours
Monday-Friday 7 am-5 pm
Saturday 7 am-12 pm
Sunday:CLOSED

— Services e
Vehicle Alignments | Qil Changes (regular & synthetic)
Flats (Cars, Trucks, Tractors, 18Wheelers and mare)
Car Washing | Unlock Vehicles
Mechanical work (brakes, alternators, starters)
Vehicle Diagnostics | Lens Restoration
New Tires (we carry all major tire brands)

So Much Extra!

* Service & Mechanical Calls

Hwy 61 South | Clarksdale, MS
Ph: 662-592-4370 | Fax: 662-592-4385

ERIC PEYTON Manager Cell {662) 902-9858 After Hours
LARRY STOKES Serviceman Cell {662) 902-5999 After Hours

Batesville » (arenada « Clarksdale « Senatobia
Flealf Lesier

Behind every project is a True Value
B&1 5 State 5t = Clarksdale, M5 (&82) 624-2355




: 9 Hole .
‘Semi-Private Course

All Golfers Welcome

Cart Rental Avallable
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“The Goaf Ranch”
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Henke-

A Professional Association

W. Eart Henke
Elizabeth T. Bufkin
Jetfrey 8. Dilley
Michael D. Stevens
Wendi D. Litton

40 Hopeom Strecy
Laan, M5 zRhgs
i g - K50

1225 Juckson Avense
East, Suse 204
Oford, M5

Safequard your business with

Owmned by Southern Duplicating of MS

We offer on-site paper shredding.

Locally owned and operated.

Call for pricing 862.624.2976

] KYOCERA
COPIERS - PRINTERS + FAXES

- southemduplicating.com
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Serving members in Bolivar, Coahoma, DeSoto,
Quitman, Sunflower, Tallahatchie and

Tunica Counties in Mississippi since 1937.

v S
FIRST NATIONAL &;ﬁ"a‘;‘ﬁn_,u Bal_ﬂ: of Oxtford

Bank of Clarksdale ol el
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ional Bank of Clarksdale was
» 5erve Ina tinancial
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Visit us at ane of our convenient locations:

Main Office Operations Center Northside Branch
402 E, 2nd Straet 1010 Lae Drive 112 F, Les Drive
Clarkedsle, MS Clarksoale, MS Clarksdsale, K&
Bank of Oxford West Bank of Oxford
2531 Was! Jackson Avenue 2043 Univers iy Averue
Crfiord, MS Crdord, MS
EI Fbic www, Inbolarkedale com
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CLARKSDALE FAST FACTS

|
Top Employers*

Isle of Capri Casino & Hotel 508
Northwest MS Medical Mississippi 450
Clarksdale Municipal School District 440
Coahoma County School District 3N
Coahoma Community College/CAHS 300
Aaron E. Health Community

Health Center 143
SafTCart 98
KBH Corporation 94
Molded Acoustical Products 80
Drumheller Packaging 80

*Figures are approximate
compiled by the Clarksdale Chamber of Commerce
Employment figures as of December 2020

Shelley Ritter. “They had a parade slinking
through town with the cars, some music on
stage. People came in for that.”

The streets of downtown were alive with
activity. “There were so many people
walking on the downtown streets,” says
Murphey. “It was so good to see Clarksdale
alive again. It’s fun to go downtown and
have the smells of the restaurants and the
music.”

O’Keefe has taken this opportunity to
develop new assets: “Clarksdale is the name
people know, but we're making a big effort
to help identify places in the county: the
convenience store with the great burger or
the mom and pop place with the blue plate
special.”

Levingston used the downtime to focus
on projects to strengthen the economic
development authority. This includes a new
website and marketing plan scheduled to
debut in December. New computers,
cloud-based storage and new software to
better manage chamber business help
increase efficiency.

The Woman’s Clinic introduced new
aesthetics services so patients don't have to
travel to Oxford, Memphis or Jackson for
hormone replacement pellet therapy and
Botox and fillers. “Our main focus is and
always will be OB-GYN care,” explained
Nowell. “That is our foundation. As things
change, we have to change with them and
want to be able to offer one-stop shopping
for our patients. We had a lot of patients
ask for these services.”

With an active social media presence,
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Nowell is developing the practice’s first
website. Still, it relies on the basics. “The
most valuable way of marketing our
practice is word of mouth from happy
patients,” she says.

The Delta Blues Museum is a big tourist
draw, usually hosting a parade
of  international  visitors.
“Normally its kind of like the
U.N. in here,” says Ritter. The
museum is making use of the
extra time and a Mississippi Arts
Commission Rapid Response
grant to create virtual tours
featuring local musicians with
ties to featured musicians. |
Mississippi  filmmaker Coop Ritter
Cooper created the tours with
Clarksdale musicians Lee Williams, Terry
“Big T” Williams and James “Super
Chikan” Johnson.

A grant from the Mississippi Delta
National Heritage Area will help create an
exhibit and website feature on Lillian
McMurry and the development of Jackson-
based Trumpet Records.

In 2021, Ritter plans
permanent exhibit improvements thanks to
funding from the state legislature, the first
time the museum has received legislative
appropriation. “Sen. (Robert) Jackson and
Rep. (Orlando) Paden worked really hard
for us to get that,” says Ritter.

Locals are benefitting from growth as

VICKSBURG

The Key to the South

flojelolo

@VisitVicksburg

to make

VISITVICKSBURG.COM
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“We're glad to see the addition of
important spaces on
campus,” says Hardy. The planned new

well.
structures and
student services building includes advisers,
technology labs and the on-campus radio
station, WCQC 91.3. Work begins soon
on the 10,000-square-foot
Student Activities and Family
Enhancement  Center, an
athletic/recreational space with
academic support services for
student-athletes.
Red River Federal Credit
Union focuses on members.
“Were able to have low loan
rates,  great  rates  on
investments,” says Moore. It
offers holiday loans, loans for
household supplies and traditional financial
products. Before COVID-19, the credit
union made presentations to schools and
businesses on services and financial literacy.
During the pandemic, the credit union
continued to serve its members with
appointments and the drive-thru. It also
“We know
“When
our members come in, sometimes I think
they don’t want to leave. We can sit with
them, educate them with new services and

specializes in personal service.
each other by name,” Moore says.

help them set up accounts online. They
enjoy being in control of their
account.” DBJ



